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Where All-Stars and Lowlifes Gather

Otis Taylor: Clovis Peopla, Vol 3 (Telarc
F1848; 4552 4k drk) Like a modem-day Bind
Lemon Jefferson, Taylor singes with mvocative
povever 50 fomnidabile that ona can feal the tensa
darkness animating the dozen songs of hs lat-
o5t rleaso. Risk-taking Esftenars ane made privy
o his momal and mesthetic precccupations, o
the crift of his haunted imagination. Peer into a
dark hola of griaf over tha playground murder of
a child (“Littla Wille"), identify with sad romantic
goodbyes ("She's loe In The Desert™) and en-
counter the grave desperation of an adultenr
(*Rlain So Hard™). With honesty and tough com-
passion, Tmdor cauterizes emotional wounds
fhwough trance-gmoves set by bass, drums,
Malian percussion, pecal stesl guitar, organ,
vialin, calo, even jarr comet and theramin, His
overseas friand Gary Moo providas top-grade
lead guitar scios, but guitarist Jon Paul Johnson
just clutters up “Litthe Willia.” Taylor's vibrant,
difficult bluas remains fascinating, yet never en-
ity fartiornabie.
Drteriginfo: telare.oom

Termry Blershe Tery Blarsh (sefl-reloased;
906 dk) Toonto-based singer-guitarist
[Biarsh is fike the idaal fifth starer on a pitching
stafl. He goes about his work with confidance
and afficioncy, not concamed about his lack of
recognition south of Ontaro, Mot beholden 1o a
particular blues style, this veteran wiites good
bluesy songs that even reference anecedents
ke 7= white-soul and toned-down, dreamy
Je# Back and Jimi Hendrix, 1 Don't Need No™ i
an outstanding memer of personal expression
and hrkism with expert craftsmanship, His neli-
abie sidekicks include onganist Garth Hudson of
e B,
Drdening kb termyldorsh.com

Jow Price: Rain Or Shine (Blues Acres
#2333 wak) Somewhers between trad-
tional and uncomventional, this seasoned lo-
wan singer-guitarist sounds fully invohed with
controling the tenmion in his plain-spoken “ruff

and tumble” biues, Meither showy nor too ell-
eftacing, he applies his matal tubse 1o strings in
mastly solo performances, adding his talented
Orclaring infec jospricsthens com

Coco Montoya: [ Want it AN Back [Ruf
1153; 5346 ) Produced by HKeb' Mo™ in
hopes of a commercial breakout, guitar hero
Monioya refles on the aliractive qualites of his
VoCas 10 08t acrods e plidsantness of tunes
from populist tunesmiths ke David Steen and
Jackson Browne. Hamonica player Rod Piazza
and his wife, Honey, on piana help rustle up a
blues feeling for “Fannie Mae.™ a song staler
than last month's bread,
Corifioring infic: ndreconia e

Hick Cumran & The Lowlifes: Reform
School Girl (Eclecto Groowe 508, 3820
ki) Ex-Fabulous T-Bids guitarist Cuman's
main achievernent here B appeoxdmating the
mayhern of young Littke Richard and othor rib
Iyshancs of the Eisanhower and JAK years. The
fast revihval a8 over the top as Curran's was in
the sarky-"B0s when Bamence Whitfield, a mona
maniacal screamer and deaper versed in de-
generate rab history, crawled anound on sticky
bamoom flocrs.
Ortdering) mibie choCtogie s uoen

Various Artistss Dr. Boogie Prosenis
Rarities From The Bob Hite Vaults [Sub Rosa
271; 50:43 4k} Canned Heat co-founder Hite
hid @ pricoless blues and rSb mcord collac-
tion, but sometime after his daath in 1881 it was
plunderad ke a pharach’s lomb, His drummes,
Fito D La Parma, managed to save soma T8s
from the wolves, and 18 songs suriaoe haee, all
but one from the 19505 The general tenor of
thesa period pleces s exciternant. involving the
wall-knowm {Eimone and Etta James, Otis Rush,
several mong], collector's fnornites [Eddie Hope,
Chuck Higgins), the forgotien (Mad Mal Sehas-
tian, the Hot Shots) and & ringer (Bl Haky). oo

Dievhoring infio: Subroaa. nal



